Celebrating

our anniversary year
October 2020 to October 2021
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A message from our Chief Executive
and Secretary, and President
We can trace our rich history back to the foundation of the Society of Telegraph Engineers,
which held its first meeting in London back in May 1871.
Although the world has changed since those Victorian
days, one thing that still connects us with our history is
that engineers continue to solve many of the challenges
facing communities across the globe – making an ongoing
difference to the world around us.
Many people still don’t understand the work of engineers,
or appreciate how much society depends on their skills
and innovation to improve our world and make it more
sustainable.
Our 150th anniversary gives us a fantastic opportunity
to celebrate our rich history. We also want to use it to
engage and inspire young people so that engineering and
technology are seen as a force for good and key to solving
many of the biggest challenges facing our world.
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We have planned a range of fun and creative activities for
the year, which we hope will be the start of an ongoing
conversation about the significant positive impact engineers
are having, and will continue to have, on our world.
Please join us in celebrating not only the engineering and
technology achievements of the past 150 years, but also
our ambition to inspire the next generation of engineers
and technicians and deliver our mission; working to
engineer a better world.

Nigel Fine
BSc MBA CEng FIET FICE
Chief Executive and Secretary

Professor Danielle George
MBE CEng FIET
IET President 2020-2021
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Join our
#DifferenceMakers
Throughout our anniversary year we want
to celebrate #DifferenceMakers from all
over the world.
These are people who, either through their research,
profession or aspiration, are using engineering solutions to
solve global challenges.
We will connect with young people who want to make
a difference by working to ensure our world is more
sustainable. We will establish a community of young
#DifferenceMakers who will pledge to make a difference,
inspire others and develop a long-term relationship with the
IET as they continue their education and ultimately make
their career choice.
We will celebrate existing #DifferenceMakers of all ages
from the young to the most honoured and respected in our
field with the #DifferenceMaker narrative underpinning all
our activities in the anniversary year.
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Our #DifferenceMakers campaign timeline
Q4 2020

Q1 2021

October - December

January

Campaign planning
and pre-production

Engagement
Ambassador
competition
launches

Q2 2021

Q3 2021

Q4 2021

February
to March
On-boarding
Reporter
competition
launches
April to June
On-boarding
Reporter training

January to March
Campaign launch

July to August
Discover
Global quest to find
#DifferenceMakers
July to December
Share and legacy
May

October

Celebrate

Celebrate

January to December
Continuous development, production and curation of campaign-generated content and amplification across social platforms
April to December
Promotion of Junior Club and sign-up drive
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Our other major activities timeline
Oct 2020
The IET / Times
/ Chicken House
Children’s Fiction
Prize launch

Nov 2020

Dec 2020

4 November
This is Engineering
Day, UK

Jan 2021
Launch of
#DifferenceMakers
campaign

Feb 2021

Mar 2021
4 March
2020 Young Woman
Engineer of the
Year Awards
World Engineering
Day for Sustainable
Development

8 October
President’s Address
Honorary Fellowships

5 November
The IET / Fashion
District Manufacturing
Futures Prize launch

January onwards
150 Years of Making a Difference exhibition at IET London: Savoy Place
October 2020 onwards
PR programme
October 2020 onwards
Global Volunteer Engagement Fund activities running throughout the year
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Apr 2021

May 2021
Announce Junior club
plans
IET history

Jun 2021

Jul 2021

Aug 2021

23 July
International
Engineering Open
House Day

E&T and Members
News special
editions
24 May
IET London: Savoy
Place celebration
event
IET STEM Personality
of the Year

Global EngTalks:
– Delhi: 17 July 2021
– Los Angeles: 25 July 2021
– Hong Kong: 13 August 2021
– Auckland: 21 August 2021

Sep 2021
The IET /
Fashion District
Manufacturing
Futures
Prize winner
announcement
London Fashion
Week

Oct 2021
2021
Achievement
Awards

Nov 2021

Dec 2021

Faraday Forest

October 2021 - March 2022
IET 100 Objects at the World Expo 2020 Dubai

5-6 October

Volunteer engagement events

Closing celebration
and volunteers
conference

President’s Dinner

September onwards
An exhibition at IET London: Savoy Place reflecting on our IET@150 celebrations
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Global youth campaign

Junior Club

We are giving six lucky young future influencers the
experience of a lifetime during our anniversary year, as we
hold a competition with a fantastic prize to become one
of our six reporters for our #DifferenceMakers campaign..
The winners will travel the world together to discover and
tell inspirational stories of how people are engineering a
more sustainable world. They’ll be vlogging and engaging
in a way that inspires other young people. On their tour
they will meet inventors, engineers on the frontline, other
inspirational young people and influencers who are making a
positive impact in the world.

We will be launching a new club to build on the interest
in engineering we generate with young people throughout
our anniversary year. The club will provide a portal with
resources, discussions and services to help them towards
a career in STEM and an ongoing relationship with us,
providing a pipeline for future IET membership.
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Linked with this will be a parent’s web area, providing key
materials to help their children discover the exciting world
of engineering and technology and then support them into
a career in the field. It will feature careers advice, fun rainy
day activities and links to other resources to encourage and
nurture interest.

Celebrations at our
global engineering hub
IET London: Savoy Place
It’s not every year, or even every decade, that an institution
reaches such an important milestone. We celebrate our
150th anniversary in May 2021 and to mark the occasion we
will open our doors and host a number of exciting events at
our global headquarters in London.
Most notably, we’ll be hosting a celebratory event on
24 May, featuring the announcement of our one-off STEM
Personality of Year Award winners - with one giving a
key note address on the day. We will also announce the
winners of our global youth campaign competition and
children’s fiction prize competition, rounding off with the
President’s Dinner.
We will also be returning to the venue for part of our
inspirational Engineering Open House Day activities.
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Global Engagement Fund
We set up a fund for our 4,000+ volunteers across the world,
to help them host special, celebratory events and activities
in their regions.
We were inundated with applications, and a huge range of
exciting projects on sustainability and creative engineering
solutions, reaching outside the engineering ‘bubble’, will take
place throughout the anniversary year.
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UK Pavilion at World Expo 2020, Dubai UAE
We have teamed up with the UK Government to create a
display of engineering ideas that have changed the world,
which will be on show at the UK pavilion at the World Expo
in Dubai.
Inspired by our permanent display at IET London: Savoy
Place, the display demonstrates how engineers have
radically changed lives for the better over the years, solving
problems, improving safety and contributing to our quality
of life.
The UK Pavilion expects to have about one million visitors a
month and we are planning other activities in Dubai, such as
workshops, talks and industry and education engagement.

Artist’s impression of the UK Pavilion
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Open House goes international

Thought leadership

Our Engineering Open House Day programme has
run for five years and aims to help young people and
their parents understand what it’s like to work as an
engineer by giving special, behind-the-scenes access
to a wide variety of organisations to demonstrate
how creative and innovative a career in engineering
could be. In July 2021, companies internationally will
join the UK and open their doors to local people to
see the wonder of engineering and technology on
their doorsteps.

We will be producing a special publication with seminal papers that
changed the world. It will feature papers that have either changed
the course of its research field or impacted society through new
inventions. We will focus on some of our key subject areas: Power
and Energy Engineering, Communications, Transport, Robotics,
Artificial Intelligence, Healthcare, Cybersecurity, Manufacturing.

Our history
We will replace our much-celebrated temporary
exhibitions at Savoy Place to display some of the
achievements of our past, as well as highlight the
efforts of our #DifferenceMakers campaign. As well
as the Institution’s successes during its 150-year
history, we’ll also be celebrating the achievements
of our members, from those who founded the
Society of Telegraph Engineers, such as its first
President - Sir William Siemens, to our more
recent members.
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Selected papers will be accompanied by a short commentary
authored by our current Editors-in-Chief.

Book competition
Are you a budding author? Have you ever noticed that engineers
don’t feature in many stories? We want to change that and so we
plan to run a short story competition with just one rule - the central
character is a Difference Maker who is engineering a better world.
We are running this in conjunction with The Times and Chicken
House Books.

Primary schools engagement programme
It would be hard to find a school day when one of our volunteers
isn’t making a visit to talk to a class or assembly to explain the role
of engineers and the positive impact they have on our world. During
our anniversary year we will go to more primary schools than ever
before to inspire the next generation.

IET FIRST® LEGO® League International Open

Closing celebration

Since 2012, the IET has been the proud Operational Partner of
FIRST® LEGO® League for the UK and Ireland, with programmes
aimed at children aged four to 16. In July 2022, we will welcome
FIRST® LEGO® League teams from across the globe as they join us
at the Excel in London for the International Open.

We rely on our volunteers to deliver many of our
activities, from professional registration interviews
and organising local network events across the
globe to visiting schools in the UK to inspire
children.

We are expecting over 1,000 young people from more than 50
countries to celebrate their hard work and put their programmed
robots to the test in this annual worldwide competition.

Many of our anniversary plans will be delivered with
the support of our volunteers around the world.
We will be hosting a special volunteer event as part
of the closing celebrations to mark the end of our
anniversary year.

Engineering and Technology
in Fashion partnership
Did you know that engineering is behind everything we touch
and use? This even includes the clothes that we wear. We will be
launching a challenge to bring engineers together with the fashion
sector to solve some of its biggest challenges, whether that be
finding more sustainable materials, upcycling or building tech into
everyday clothing.
The IET / Fashion District Manufacturing Futures Prize is in
collaboration with the Fashion Innovation Agency from University
of the Arts London.

Carbon footprint offset
– Our Faraday Forest
When it comes to the best engineering, the prize
must surely go to Mother Nature. Many trees help
to suck CO2 from our sky, turning it into oxygen by
photosynthesis.
Throughout our anniversary year we will do all we
can to reduce the impact of our carbon footprint.
However, to help combat the effects of our
campaign footprint we plan to plant thousands of
trees all over the world.
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Our offices
London, UK

Hong Kong

T +44 (0)20 7344 8460

T +852 2521 2140

E faradaycentre@ietvenues.co.uk

E adminap@theiet.org

Stevenage, UK

Bangalore, India

T +44 (0)1438 313311

T +91 80 4089 2222

E postmaster@theiet.org

E india@theiet.in

Beijing, China

W theiet.in

T +86 10 6566 4687

New Jersey, USA

E china@theiet.org

T +1 (732) 321 5575

W theiet.org.cn

E ietusa@theiet.org

@TheIET

theiet.org

The Institution of Engineering and Technology is registered as a Charity in England and Wales (No. 211014)
and Scotland (No. SC038698). The Institution of Engineering and Technology, Michael Faraday House,
Six Hills Way, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 2AY, United Kingdom.

Making a
difference
for 150 years.

IET150@theiet.org

